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Grate trad* with the Soviet Bloc awa tinted to es pe nd ia 195? awl 
reached a level of $54*6 million a# e»fwrt «tlft $41.2 mUllon i® the 
previous year* Exchange* with the Bloc, however, are still a wsll 
portion of Greece's f»i4oh trade and ia 1957 represented ? percent of 

Cmatf wt«l i — t fr&de with the 8$SH, frescs' e priaary Bloc 

IndUi amounted to $19*4 si Hi on in 1957* *®flf ¥i pereoat 

of total flreafr inrlit Bloc trade. Excfvuigss with the Soviet Helen am 
be aqartal to imereeee as the result of a 3-f ear trade agresammt el#i«4 
ia Jiily J95B white telle for yearly trade Saeroeoea. 

Greek imports firei the Bloc roee to $30.6 etlllop ia 195? frca $SSL*5 
allltca ia 1956 sad consisted largely of petralamm protect# fne the ®38 
mad machinery from Csechoslovakla. Larger purchaeee of tobacco, citrua 
fruits, oliw oil aad adasarele accounted fir the imereaee ia teste nsperte 
to the Bloc in 1957. 

The marked increase ia trade with the Soviet Bloo is primarily dm to 
Greece's need to find outlet* for he rd i t g a l l agricultural irn aa n rtl tioa. 
fhe Soviet Bloc ia an attractive, potential market for these marpluae® and 
la in a poeit ioo to f ulfill eoee of G reece 's primary materials requirement*. 
"Che Biee t primarily the W3SK, ia already supplying a ssbatantial amount of 
POL protects to Greece, fe 195?# 17 percent of Grease's fGL imports were 
obtained trm the Soviet Hoc* t hree " faurtha of which came from the 39S£« 
the Soviet n»±tm recently offered to barter erode oil for surplus tobacco 4 
a proposal white is especially attractive %e Greece in view of Ita eurrert, 
marketing difficulties. Under a contract signed recently felted will 
*upply H .5 HrfiUm worth of coal ia return fee* Orate tobacco. 

Althoug h economic relations between Greece and the Geviat aloe contiau* 
to ba confined mainly to trade, Tape efrmre of eccosmie assistance, gener- 
ally timed to sup p ort Soviet propaganda neneevmrs, pvriodioally emanate from 
the Soviet Inion. Greece ha* shown only United receptivity to these over- 
terse. 
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